
High School Summer Reading  
 
Welcome to a new year of English.  I am so looking forward to sharing some of my favorite texts with you!  
I do not want you to succumb to summer learning loss, and I want to hit the ground running for the 2016-
17 school year. With that in mind, I have chosen summer reading assignments that I think you will enjoy. 
If you have any questions, please email me at ccsoffice@claibornechristian.org. 
Have a great summer, and happy reading! 
 

❶ A Biblical worldview 

Please note that some books may contain explicit language or mature subject matter.  Rest assured, we 
will study and analyze these books from a Christian perspective with God’s word as our lens. 

❷ Assignment overview 

Each reading has an assignment to be completed. I have carefully selected works that will not compose 
simple busy work but will be purposeful assignments aligned with state standards and will build toward 
our first unit of study for the 2016-17 school year. The upper grades are reading nonfiction works 
recommended by ACT Test Prep experts as the types of texts students need to read regularly to prepare 
for the nonfiction passages on the reading section of the ACT. 
 
The texts by grade are: 

 Ninth – To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

 Tenth – Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell  

 Eleventh – David and Goliath by Malcolm Gladwell 

 Twelfth – Freakonomics by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner 
 
The books can be purchased at any book store but can also usually be found online. You may use a print 
or electronic version; just be sure you have access to a copy during the first two weeks of school as we 
will be using them in class. 

➌ Grades 

 

You will need to read the book and complete the assignments independently by the first day of 
school to be prepared for our first unit of study. You will have an assessment to check that you 
read and comprehended the assigned texts. I design these so that they can easily be passed by 
students who actually read the book, but not by students who read summaries of the book 
instead (Sparknotes, Cliff’s Notes, etc.). The completed assignment and following assessment 
will be your first grades of the first six weeks. 
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